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Start of Hilary Term 2021 

30 December 2020 

 

Dear parent or guardian, 

You will no doubt be aware by now that the Department of Education decided late last night that 

pupils would not return to school physically in the week 4-8 January.   

At this stage it would appear that pupils in the Preparatory Department (P1-P7 inclusive) and Years 

12, 13 and 14 will return to the classroom from Monday 11 January with Years 8-11 returning towards 

the end of the month.  It also seems that the GCSE modules in mathematics and English planned for 

January will proceed.  Obviously, final decisions on all these things will be in the hands of the 

department and we will make every effort to keep you up to date. 

School will be open from Monday 4 January for the children of Key Workers and vulnerable children.  

Key Worker’s children who are pupils in the Preparatory Department should report to Wellesley House 

at 08:40am, those who are pupils in the Secondary Department should report to the Assembly Hall at 

08:50am.   

We are committed to ensuring the best and most meaningful educational experience for pupils and 

although we have been anticipating a transition to remote learning this cannot be achieved at the flick 

of a switch.  Teachers will therefore take time on Monday to organise appropriate resources and 

finalise preparations for moving to remote learning.  Please do not expect materials to be available 

remotely from Monday morning – although they will start to appear throughout the day.  We would 

ask that you work with us to ensure that your children are engaging with remote learning and that if 

you discover any issue regarding access you contact us as soon as possible.  Pupils in Year 12 will be 

contacted during the week with details of ‘Zoom’ lessons as final preparations for their modules. 

In the secondary department it had originally been planned that only Year 8 pupils would be in school 

on Friday 8 January to facilitate arrangements for our virtual open night.  That will no longer be 

possible and all pupils should therefore expect to be engaged in learning on Friday.  

I hope that this addresses issues of immediate concern and I’d like to thank you, once again, for 

working collaboratively with us in challenging circumstances. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

Graham GW Montgomery  
Headmaster 


